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Introduction 

APSA (Atherton Primary Sports Association) was formed in June 2011 when some of the PE leaders in 

!ǘƘŜǊǘƻƴ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ΨƎŀǇΩ ƛƴ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ 

Atherton for 2011/20мнΦ ²Ŝ ŦŜƭǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƎŀǇΩ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘ ǳǇ 

to the 2012 London Olympics. We wanted to continue and build upon the fantastic work that Mr Kirk 

Jameson had commenced in his role as SSCO at Hesketh Fletcher High School. In our first year we 

organised 10 events which catered for the needs of 7 primary schools. With the support of local councillors, our first year 

culminated in a large Olympic parade through the streets of Atherton. 

 

!ǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƻnsortiumΩ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘƻƻƪ ǎƘŀǇŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ²ƛƎŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмнΣ !t{! ŜȄǘŜƴŘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ǘƻ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ 

the Atherton and Tyldesley Consortium and became known as ATSA (Atherton and Tyldesley Sports Association). This meant that 

16 primary schools across Atherton and Tyldesley were being catered for. Because of this large number, 

a decision was made that some events would be split into an Atherton and Tyldesley section, namely 

football and netball leagues. In total, we had 15 events take place in 2012/2013 including our first 

ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ό{ǇƻǊǘǎ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅύ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ нлмо ŀƭǎƻ ǎŀǿ ǳǎ ƳŀƪŜ 

links with the local community as Pennington FC offered to host the KS1 Football Competition. 

 

As we moved into 2013/2014, the success of ATSA was formally recognised by winning Ψ¢ƘŜ aŀǊǘƛƴ [ȅƴƴ 

/ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭ {ǇƻǊǘǎ !ǿŀǊŘΩ at the Wigan Sports Awards. From this it was necessary to 

ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ΨōƻŀǊŘΩ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  bŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΥ ŀ 

ƭƻƎƻ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘǊŀǇƭƛƴŜΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ŀ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜǘ ǳǇΣ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǎǿƛƳƳƛƴƎ Ǝŀƭŀ 

being held at the Pelican Centre in Tyldesley (the first schools gala in over 25 years!), a Dodegball 

Competition supported by DodgeballUK and a football referees course run by Lancashire FA. More links were made with 

community clubs such as Astley and Tyldesley Cricket Club, Astley VIP Boxing club, Astley Golf Range, 

Eccles Archery club and Leigh Centurions who all supported our events. Sports leaders from both our 

local high schools also supported events as part of their PE qualification. We started to cater for the 

adults in our area as we held the first of our staff/parent football matches. We also organised the first 

ATSA/Safe-Elec-UK Residential Sports Weekend in the Lake District which was a huge success. 

 

It was in June 2014 that ATSA again was formally recognised by winning ΨhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ [ƻŎŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ from the 

local National Union of Teachers. 2014/20мр ǎŀǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ΨŦƛǊǎǘǎΩ ŦƻǊ !¢{! ŀǎ ǿŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ !¢{! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ƘŜƭŘ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ /t5 

event for staff (Inclusive Sports), took part in the Atherton Carnival and organised many events in different sports for the first time, 

namely VX, Smite!, Futsal, Dance for KS1 & KS2, Sportshall athletics for KS1 & KS2, Tennis, Crown Green Bowling and Cycle 

Speedway. We also worked with the Challenge4Change Centre and the Ben Cohen StandUp Foundation to have two events 

focusing on some of our disadvantaged children.   

 

June 2015 saw two significant events take place in the life of ATSA ς first we launched our Sports 

Council, involving two children from each of the 16 schools formally representing their school and 

contributing to the ongoing successful leadership of ATSA ς who better to ask for ideas than the very 

people who are at the heart of all we do? Secondly, it was during June 2015 that ATSA celebrated its 

100th event since forming in 2011.   

 

During 2016/20мтΣ !¢{! ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ [ŜƛƎƘ IŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ΨDǊŀƘŀƳ WŀŎƪŜǘǘ /Ǌƻǎǎ 

/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ !¢{! ¢ǊŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ CƛŜƭŘ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ !¢{! ŀƭǎƻ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 

to celebrate some of the local sporting talent within the area through deveƭƻǇƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ΨwŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 

Local TŀƭŜƴǘΩ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ. The Sports Council also put together the ATSA logo mosaic, which is on display at 

The Pelican Centre.  
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In 2017/18, our 7th ȅŜŀǊΣ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ !¢{! ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ 

and organisations started to develop. Former England goalkeeper, Chris Kirkland, coached a 

group of children during the 6 week Goalkeeping Academy. Our Sports Council spent a day at 

²ƛƎŀƴ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨIŜŀƭǘƘȅ IŜŀǊǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƧect across the borough. 

Select Group referee, Darren Bond, did further work in our school in conjunction with Premier 

Game Match Officals (PGMOL). Former Olympic Athlete, Jenny Meadows, started to work in 

our schools, leading inspirational assemblies as well as coaching athletics. ATSA also made a 

link with Manchester United Football Club as eight schools took part in the Y2 and Y3 football 

tournament at The Cliff training ground. It was also during this year that ATSA was asked to promote and host the FA Primary 

Teachers Award, bringing together 21 professionals supporting their development with the teaching of Physical Education. 

 

Sunday 1st July 2018 saw ATSA expand ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ΨhŎǘŀƎƻƴ 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ см ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ¢ƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ !ǘƘƭŜǘƛŎǎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

in Birmingham!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2018 saw ATSA join ǿƛǘƘ CǳǊ /ƭŜƳǘ ǘƻ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƛǘǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ΨAll Sports Holiday ProvisionΩΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 

were able to access a day of high quality sports holiday provision from the likes of Jenny Meadows, 

Wigan Athletic, Leigh Centurions and Fun Swim at The Pelican Centre, with lunch provided by Fur 

Clemt, for £3 per day! ΨAll Sports Holiday ProvisionΩ has progressed each half term to include dance 

and boxing. As children are able to select as many (or as few) days as they like, they can access 

activities they prefer or wish to develop further in an affordable way each half term.  

 

For our youngest children, we forged a link with local company, Kickstarterz who provided us with a 

gross motor skills session for our Reception children. We booked Kickstarterz to lead several sessions 

for both Nursery and Reception children throughout 2019/2020. June 2019 also saw us appeal to our 

local community to start to donate any unwanted sports equipment/clothing to ATSA with our ATSA 

Ψ9ȄǘǊŀ ¢ƛƳŜΩ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΦ 5ƻƴŀǘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ be collected by ATSA and then re-distributed within our 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ψ9ȄǘǊŀ ¢ƛƳŜΩ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΣ Ŏontinuing to make use of it. Several schools and 

ƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ŀǎ ΨŘǊƻǇ ƻŦŦΩ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƭƭǎ set up 

at future ATSA events throughout 2019/2020. 
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September 2019 saw us consult with our Sports Council as we looked to develop ATSA in other areas within our 

community. Feedback from the children helped us shape a Community Investment Fund bid to Wigan Council 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀl CE Primary 

School and Nursery. Feedback from our consultation with children told us that they wanted activities in their 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ΨōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘŀȅΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŜŘΦ  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ŀƴŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǘƘŜƴ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ΨǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ƭŜŀŘ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

feedback from the children. At the time, the future of Shakerley Community was uncertain and so we saw this as an opportunity 

to develop the project but also support and promote the use of Shakerley Community Centre. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!ǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎ ŀōƻǾŜΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŜǾƻƭǾŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ to 

think about how this project could: 

 

*develop opportunities for intergenerational work (between schools and local residential homes); 

*provide opportunities for children to care for their local environment; 

*provide opportunities for children to support the global environment and  

*help children develop their reading skills alongside their physical health. 

 

aŀƴȅ ΨǎǘǊŀƴŘǎΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нлмфΣ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ CǳƴŘ 

application was applied for with the aim of securing funding for the planned sessions at Shakerley Community Centre. An idea put 

ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ōȅ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭΣ aǊǎ ²ƻƻŘǿŀǊŘΣ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ΨwŜŀŘƛƴƎ wŜǿŀǊŘǎΩ ƛŘŜŀΦ  
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Some elements of the project would not require any financial commitment, just some planning from schools and time on the 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜΦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнл ǎŀǿ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ /9 tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ Ǿƛǎƛts to 

Hillcrest Residential Home in Tyldesley.  

 

aƻǎǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ƘƻƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ more 

ŦƛǊƳŜǊ ƭƛƴƪΧΦΦsomething more than the choir going singing to residents at Christmas. We introduced the use of weekly Picture 

News resources with the residents. it was felt that this approach would not only provide a focus for the children when visiting, but 

would also provide an engaging and enjoyable experience for both the residents and the children. This work would form part of 

regular planned work for schools and would become part of the Curriculum Intent of schools involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнлΣ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ¢ƻƴƛ aŀǊƛŜ ¸ƻƎŀΩ ŀǎ ¸ƻƎŀ ¢ŀǎǘŜǊ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

ŀǘ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /Ŝntral School. Plans were then put in place for Yoga Taster Sessions to be a regular part of our 

2020-2021 calendar of events.  

 

hǳǊ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнл ŀǎ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ Central started to undertake litter picks 

within the locality of their school. This would form part of regular planned work for schools and would become part of the 

Curriculum Intent of schools involved. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Little did we know at the Y3/4 Futsal event on Friday 13th March 2020 (pictured left) that the next 

ATSA event would take place 13 months later as COVID-19 took hold across the world. A week 

ŀŦǘŜǊ {ǘΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭΩǎ ǿƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊǘƘ ƻŦ 

remote home learning. At the end of March 2020, wƻǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ project was put on 

hold. In August 2020, we received the news that our Community Investment Fund application 

ǿŀǎ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ 

.ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ this funding. 
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Staff in schools had to think of creative ways to motivate children to keep physically fit at home and in school during this time and 

over the course of the Summer Term, different images were shared by ATSA staff online to promote physical activity: 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Lƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ нлнлΣ ǿŜ ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ΨCƻǊ ¢ȅƭŘŜǎƭŜȅΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ 

challenge of developing a project for schools that would help to support and promote the town centre. Our idea was to create a 

piece of mosaic artwork that would be in place at the large bus stop on the guided busway in Tyldesley. Our financial bid was 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΦ hƴŎŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƭƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŀ ΨǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΩ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ǿŀǎ Ǉǳt 

together by artist Tracey Cartledge: 
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ATSA events formally re-started on Monday 10th May нлнм ǿƘŜƴ ŦƛǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ {ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŀƴŘ 

bǳǊǎŜǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ DƛǊƭǎΩ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ Lt was great to see the children come together again to compete against each other. 

Time was taken during the summer ƻŦ нлнм ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨŦǳƭƭ ƻŦŦŜǊΩ ƻŦ !¢{! events for 2021-2022. Although schools returned to 

ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƴƻǊƳŀƭƛǘȅΩΣ /h±L5-19 remained a concern for many. Therefore, subtle amendments were made to ensure that the 

children were able to fully access the wide range of events on offer.  

 

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлнмΣ ǎŀǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ Ψ!¢{! !ǿŀǊŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ Gold, Silver or 

Bronze standard based on a set criteria, communicated to schools at the start of the year. Zumba Taster Sessions were also new in 

2021-2022 as we looked to not only broaden our offer of sports, but also make further community links in a new area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ΨǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ нΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ aŀȅ нлннΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ŎŀƳŜ 

together to create the final design. 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ƳƻǎŀƛŎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ΨōŀŎƪ-ōǳǊƴŜǊΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлнн/2023 school year 

ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ нлмф ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ IƛƭƭŎǊŜǎǘ 

Residential Home and community litter picks re-started in January 2023. The vision 

is that these two activities become an inherent feature of all schools. I view it as a 

positive that children should look after and care for their locality as well as 

supporting older members of their community. Working with schools to promote 

these activities is something that we are looking to do with the creation of an 

ΨLƴǘŜǊƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΩ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

develop.    
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In July 2022, ATSA celebrated 10 Years of organising events for local school children.  

 

Celebrations for children took place at the end of June 2022, in ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƎŜƭȅ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ Ψ¢Ǌƛ-YƛŘȊΩ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦǊƻƳ 

16 schools took part in the week-long event, which involved a team of eight KS2 children running, cycling on a static bike and then 

finishing with a further run! The level of determination and commitment from all the children who took part was amazing to see 

ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ Iƻƭȅ CŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ψ!¢{! мл ¸ŜŀǊ 9ǾŜƴǘΩ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎΦ  

 

On the evening of Friday 1st Wǳƭȅ нлннΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ!¢{! мл ¸ŜŀǊ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǾŜƴǘΩ took place. 

ATSA reps, headteachers, teachers, local coaches, community group members and former ATSA participants came together as 

guest speakers, Luke Joyce, Dave Morris and Rachel Hornby all gave a different insight into their sporting life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was during 2022/2023 that events in two new strands of ATSA were developed. hǳǊ Ψ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ 

{ǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴe out of a successful meeting in November 2022 with Rowan Tree Primary 

School Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Oliver. The vision was to provide specific inclusive events for the 

children across all our schools and, in January 2023, the first of these event took place with a joint 

ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƳōǊƻǎŜ .ŀǊƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎ Ψ.ƻŎŎƛŀΩ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘǊŜŜ 

ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ Ψ!ŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ {ǳŎŎŜǎǎΩ events took place in 2023. These events now form part of the annual ATSA offer and ensure that all 

children are now able to access more events. 

 

ATSA saw an opportunity to build on the success of the ATHOS Consortium events from 2019 and so 

four ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ΨActive MindsΩ ǎǘǊŀƴŘ were planned. These events provided children with an 

opportunity to compete against other local schools ƛƴ Ψƴƻƴ-ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΩ events. In March 2023, the first 

Ψ!ŎǘƛǾŜ aƛƴŘǎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ took place with Holy Family winning the Road Safety Quiz. A Spelling 

Competition, a Times Table Competition and a Team Building Competition also took place during the 

Summer Term of 2023. The uniqueness of the Team Building Competition was that Sports Council members from eleven schools 

came together in February 2023 to plan and organise this event. Therefore ATSA now has its first event for children, that was 

created by children.   
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It was also early in 2023 that discussions about a collaborative music event for schools took place with Miss Gray (Music Leader at 

{ǘΦ DŜƻǊƎŜΩǎ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƛǎǎ DǊŀȅ ƛƴ нлмфΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŜǊŜ put on 

hold. After securing a venue, meeting with music leaders and organising performers, it was pleasing that on Thursday 25th May 

нлноΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ψ[ŜǘΩǎ tƭŀȅΗΩ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
!¢{! ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǳŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ Ψ[ŜǘΩǎ tƭŀȅΗΩ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ May 2023. The success of this event 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜǘƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¢ƘŜ {ƴǳƎ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ нлноΣ ǘǿƻ tƻŜǘǊȅ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ŜǾŜnts 

were added to the calendar of events, to take place at the Atherton venue, on National Poetry Day and World Book Day each year.  

 
It was also in the Summer Term of 2023 that the Tyldesley Mosaic project ΨǊŜ-ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
mosaic.  
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Artist Tracey Cartledge and father and son tilers, Andy and Andy Carroll, spent a weekend in June 2023, putting the mosaic design 

in place with all stakeholders coming together on Thursday 22nd June 2023 to celebrate the unveiling of the mosaic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨCƻǊ ¢ȅƭŘŜǎƭŜȅΩ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ¢ȅƭŘŜǎƭŜȅ ƛƴ нлмнΣ Ŏƻƴǘinued 

with a funding bid in 2019 and became reality in 2023. 

 

As we moved into the 2023/2024 school year, ATSA developed a link with Everton FC and football events were organised for Year 

1, Year 2 and Year 3 children. In the same month, a successful meeting with Leigh Miners American Football Club meant a Flag 

American Football Taster Session and Competition was added to the ATSA offer. In October 2023, our first poetry event also took 

place at The Snug.   

 

Friday 15th March 2024 saw the Tyldesley Mosaic finally fully completed: 
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In March 2024, in preparation for the first ever ATSA Orienteering Competition, an opportunity was provided for ATSA staff to 

undertake training with The Orienteering Company. bŜǿǎ ƻŦ !¢{!Ωǎ ŘŜǎƛǊŜ ǘƻ ŜǾƻƭǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀǎ [ŜƛƎƘ CƛƭƳ CŀŎǘƻǊȅ 

offered to organise and host a Young Film Makers Event, to be held at their cinema in Leigh Spinners Mill. In June 2024, this same 

ǾŜƴǳŜ ƘƻǎǘŜŘ !¢{!Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǾŜǊ !Ǌǘ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴΦ It was also in June 2024 that the first ATSA Chess Competition for schools also took 

place.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ нлнпΣ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ !¢{! ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ΨŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 

ŜǾŜƴǘΩ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ƻŦŦŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜsented and so a decision was taken to 

formally recognise these events within the ATSA offer. Therefore, the ATSA 

Ψ!Ǌǘǎ 9ǾŜƴǘΩ ŀƴŘ !¢{! Ψ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ /ŀǊŜΩ ǎǘǊŀƴŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘŘŜŘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǘ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ Ψ!ƭƭ .ŜƛƴƎ ²ŜƭƭΩ 

project now fell within the ATSA offer. 

 

 

2024 ς 2025 saw ATSA continue to expand its offer as various new events made an appearance within the ATSA calendar. Wigan 

Library Services were keen to be involved with the ATSA offer with an Advanced Writing Workshop led by Dan Worsley, a Stage 

School Workshop with Lisa Lundie and a Circus Skills Workshop fronted by Adrian Catch. Feedback from the annual ATSA survey 

was acted upon as a Badminton Taster Session was in place. WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлнр ǎŀǿ ŀ ƭƛƴƪ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ψ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ /ƻƳŜŘȅ {ƘƻǇΩ with 

the first ever KS2 Comedy Workshop taking place in May 2025.  
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These KS2 Comedy Workshops of Summer 2025 evolved as we moved into the new academic year 

to include a Comedy Showcase Performance event. This would allow the children to perform 

comedy sketches learned at the workshops to an audience on stage. It was during this Showcase 

event, at The Snug in Atherton in December 2025, that it was announced how ATSA would be 

formally consulting with its community to re-brand. Since 2013 ATSA has been known as: Atherton 

and Tyldesley Sports Association, with a strapline of ΨCǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘΩ. It was quite 

evident that there was more than sport that was now on offer, the introduction of the Comedy Workshops signified a tipping 

point and so a change was needed.  

 

Once the ATSA consultation was launched with all stakeholders, life very much carried on with new events being organised. 

January 2026 saw the first ATSA Darts Taster Session, with coaches from GM Darts Coaching leading a session for 14 schools and 

in February 2026, a Lacrosse Taster Session for schools took place. March 2026 saw new links developed within the community as 

a Padel Taster Session took place at LR Padel Club. In the same month, Try Fitness Gym in Leigh was perfectly placed to host the 

WǳƴƛƻǊwƻȄ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ {ǘΦ .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘΩǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎǊƻǿƴŜŘ first ever JuniorRox Competition winners.  

It was during March 2026 that the result of the ATSA consultation was announced. To reflect the wider offer of cultural events, 

from September 2026, ATSA would be known as:   

 

Atherton and Tyldesley Sports and Arts 

with a strapline of  

ΨCǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŀǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩ 

 

To formally recognise the new name for ATSA, children from schools across the 

ATSA network submitted entries for the new ATSA logo design competition, hoping 

their design would be selected to be made into the new ATSA logo, just like Max 

and Madison in 2013 (see left in 2013 and right in 2017). In April 2026, the logo 

ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ .ŜƭƭŀΣ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ /9 tǊƛƳŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǿŀǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

winning design. Through meeting with Bella, a final logo was in place for June 2026: 
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Time was spent throughout June/July 2026 ensuring that this new logo design was ready for use across all aspects of ATSA. 

Badges, lanyards and certificates all required an update. It was also during this time that several new events were added to the 

2026 ς нлнт !¢{! ƻŦŦŜǊΣ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨŀǊǘǎΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǎǘǊŀƴŘΦ The final range of ATSA events for 2026 ς 2027 can be seen below:  

 

As we look forward to 2026 ς 2027, it is worth reflecting on the events offered by ATSA since 2011, when sport was the focus: 

 

Atherton and Tyldesley Sports Association (ATSA): June 2011 ς July 2026 

842 events 

70 primary schools, 4 secondary schools 

39,136 participants 

 

As ǿŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŀŎŀŘŜƳƛŎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ΨƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƛƭƭŜŘΩ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƭƻŎŀƭƭȅΧ 

 

2025 ς 2026 WHOLE YEAR STATISTICS: 

87 events at 34 different venues, in 47 different sports/areas with 31 community club links 

31 primary schools and 2 secondary schools  

3508 children (2068 new/different children) 41 adults (29 new/different  adults) 

WHOLE YEAR TOTAL PARTICIPANTS: 

3549 children/adults (2097 new/different  adults and children) 

 

Click the link below or sŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ΨATSA 2025-2026Ω ƻƴ ±ƛƳŜƻ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ Ŧƛƭm celebrating the events of 2025 ς 2026: 

 

ATSA 2025-2026  

  
  

 

 

 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


